Bone resorption in chronic otitis media. The role of mast cells.
Twenty-two surgical specimens of eroded middle ear ossicles were removed from patients with chronic otitis media, with and without cholesteatoma. By using specific mast cell stains, increased numbers of mast cells were found in connective or granulation tissue adjacent to eroded surface of the bone. Mast cells possess the biological machinery necessary for enhancing bone resorption, and the population density of mast cells is increased in a variety of disorders that are associated with bone resorption. It is hypothesized that mast cells contribute to bone resorption in chronic otitis media, and the possible mechanisms by which mast cells exert their action are discussed.